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Voter turnout has been a significant factor in elections considering that the process despite being important, it has remained voluntary where only those willing to participate in the democratic process participate. In the November 6 elections, it is estimated that approximately 49.2% of eligible Americans cast their votes which are considered as a record turnout in a midterm election since the 48.7% recorded in 1966. Thus, this paper provides a detailed understanding on the voter turnout in November 2018 General Election in Harris County with a critical focus on the changes that need to be considered in creating a better setting where it would be possible to ensure that voter turnout rate is adequately understood. There are fundamental changes that need to be considered in providing that there is a higher voter turnout. 
The last midterm elections have seen a voter turnout of more than 1 million in Harris County in a non-presidential election. There is always a low turnout in a nonpresidential election. However, in the recently concluded midterm elections, a total of 1,209,358 votes were cast by the end of the day. The high turnout is based strategic understanding on the need to participate in the democratic process. The vital knowledge of these concepts provides a greater emphasis on the high level of awareness.
It is stipulated in the constitution that every individual has a right to his or her opinion, but in cases where there is an issue involving many individuals, the absolute method that is usually employed is voting. However, in voting, it does not mean that the grievances or suggestions made by everyone have been mate, but they are suppressed to a point where there is no attempt to put into consideration some of these suggestions. 
The senate race between Ted Cruz who was a Republican candidate and Beto O'Rourke who was a Democratic candidate was very intense although in overall Ted Cruz emerged the winner. Beto won the Senate race votes in Harris county although the numbers were relatively unable to capitalize on the win within the county. Ted Cruz garnered a total of 4,260,553 which represented a 50.9%  while O'Rourke collected 4,045,632 representing 48.3% of the total votes. The results in Harris County showed that O'Rourke won with 700,200 votes which represented 58.0% of the votes. Cruz garnered  498,902 representing 41.3% of the total votes (Texas | Full Senate results. (n.d.).
Voting is something that should be done out of free will and in a situation where he or she sees fit to do so. It makes no sense in forcing a citizen to vote when he or she feels that the candidates do not have any concrete agenda that is likely to foster their development agenda or if they feel that they would not be well represented. Even though participation in civic events is one of the obligations of being a citizen, the reason for voting to an individual should be apparent and well-focused. The author stresses the need for everyone to have the right reasons to vote. Mandatory voting would only result in a backlash with citizens rather than improving public participation in political events (Green & Gerber, 2015). 
 Many people are disillusioned with how the political systems are currently realigned. Many citizens feel that the election system is not streamlined and casting their votes will not have the desired impact. This is some of the factors that should be put into consideration first before embarking on a general understanding of the main issues on making voting mandatory. Many individuals who are promoting this idea are guided by the wrong reasons and are not entirely aware on how many citizens within the United States are disillusioned with the current composition of the voting system and how the whole process is undertaken within the United States.
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